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SUBJECT: LEE RAMSEY - DOWNED AIRCRAFT 

REF: STATE 109201 AND PREVIOUS 

1. DURING COURSE OF TUESDAY, MAY 2, 1978, RAMSEY INSPECTED AIRCRAFT 
AND AFTER CONSULTATION WITH OEFICIALS OF EMPRESA DE SERVICIOS 
AEROPORTUARIOS DE OCCIDENTE (AN ELEMENT OF CUB ANA DE AVIACION), 
ADVISED USINT THAT TOTAL AMOUNT DUE WAS CUBAN PESOS 7,496.23 (US$ 
EQUIVALENT $9,881.79). RAMSEY SIGNED STATEMENT ON MAY 2, 1978 REQUEST 

ING AND AUTHORIZING USINT TO TRANSEER ON HIS BEHALE US$ 9,881.79 TO 
CUBANA DE AVIACION FOR SERVICES ON AIRPLANE. 

2. IN ABSENCE OF USINT CASHIER, POST ADVISED CUBANA DE AVIACION 

THAT PAYMENT COULD NOT BE MADE BEEORE MAY 4, 1978. CUBANA RESPONDED 
THAT RAMSEY AND AIRCRAFT WOULD BE PERMITTED LEAVE CUBA MORNING 
MAY 3, 1978 ONLY IF MINREX WOULD APPROVE USINT'S ACCEPTANCE OE 
RESPONSIBILITY TO SETTLE THE BILL AFTER RAMSEY'S DEPARTURE. MINREX 
CONFIRMED TO USINT LATE AFTERNOON, MAY 2, 1978, THAT DIPLOMATIC 
NOTE ON THIS POINT WOULD BE NECESSARY BEFORE RAMSEY'S DEPARTURE 
WOULD BE AUTHORIZED. 

3. MID-MORNING MAY3, 1978, USINT DELIVERED NOTE TO MINREX 
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STATING "THE INTERESTS SECTION IS AUTHORIZED TO TRANSFER TO CUBANA 
DE AVIACION THE AMOUNT OE 7,496.23 PESOS ON BEHALF OF UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA CITIZEN LEE M. RAMSEY. THIS AMOUNT WILL COVER CHARGES 
FOR SERVICES PERFORMED BY CUBANA DE AVIACION ON MR. RAMSEY'S 
AIRPLANE". UPON RECEIPT OF NOTE, MINREX AUTHORIZED RAMSEY DEPARTURE 
AND ORALLY ADVISED USINT THAT PAYMENT SHOULD BE MADE TO EMPRESA 
DE SERVICIOS AEROPORTUARIOS DE OCCIDENTE. 
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4. LATER IN MORNING MAY 3, 1978 RAMSEY CALLED USINT EROM AIRPORT TO 
REPORT THAT AS HE WAS PREPARING TO DEPART HAVANA GROUND ACCIDENT HAD 
DAMAGED AIRPLANE "BEYOND REPAIR". POST HAS NO EURTHER INEORMATION 
CONCERNING EXTENT OE DAMAGES. AT THAT TIME RAMSEY MADE VERBAL REQUEST 
THAT BILL NOT BE PAID. HE THEN BEGAN PREPARATIONS TO LEAVE CUBA BY 
COMMERCIAL AIR. 

5. WHEN RAMSEY ARRIVED AT USINT LATE AETERNOON MAY 3, 1978 HE REEERRE 
D 

TO PROBABLE NEED EOR GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATIONS TO RESOLVE 
CLAIM HE INTENDED TO MAKE FOR DAMAGES TO HIS AIRCRAFT DUE TO EAULTY 
REPAIRS. CONSULAR OEEICER ADVISED RAMSEY THAT PRIVATE LEGAL ACTION 
AGAINST CUBAN ENTERPRISE PROBABLY WAS POSSIBLE, THAT POST NOT 
AUTHORIZED DEFER LEGAL ADVICE, BUT THAT WE WOULD OBTAIN LIST OE 
LOCAL LAWYERS EROM WHICH HE COULD CHOOSE REPRESENTATIVE IE HE CHOSE T 
O 

DO SO. RAMSEY STATED INTENTION RETURN HOME, GATHER NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTATION TO SUPPORT CLAIM, AND CONTACT DEPARTMENT EOR ADVICE. 

6. AETER SIGNING VOUCHER AND RECEIVING BALANCE OE EUNDS 
DEPOSITED ($I 18.21), RAMSEY THEN PRESENTED HAND- WRITTEN STATEMENT 
READING "BECAUSE OE IMPROPER REPAIRS MADE ON REEERENCED AIRCRAFT I 
HEREBY REVOKE AND CANCEL ALL PREVIOUSLY SIGNED AUTHORIZATION TO PAY T 
HE 

BILL IN SAID AMOUNT". CONSULAR OFEICER RESPONDED THAT BASED ON HIS 
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PREVIOUS AUTHORIZATION OBLIGATION TO PAY HAD BEEN MADE AND WOULD BE 
HONORED. 

7. RAMSEY DEPARTED ON EVENING ELIGHT TO MEXICO CITY MAY 3, 1978. JUST 
BEFORE LEAVING HE CALLED MARINE GUARD AT USINT TO LEAVE MESSAGE EOR 
CONSULAR OEFICER AGAIN REQUESTING THAT EUNDS NOT BE DISBURSED WITHOUT 
AUTHORIZATION EROM DEPARTMENT. 

8. USINT CONSIDERS THAT BASED ON AUTHORIZATION IN REETEL AND INITIAL 
WRITTEN REQUEST FROM RAMSEY, OBLIGATION UNDERTAKEN WITH MINREX AND 
CUBAN ENTERPRISE WAS APPROPRIATE AND CERTAINLY MUST NOW BE HONORED. 
GOOD FAITH AND CREDIT OE USG AND SPECIFICALLY OF USINT ARE AT STAKE. 

THUS WE PROPOSE MAKE PAYMENT PROMPTLY UNDER COVER LETTER STATING THAT 
THIS PAYMENT IS NO WAY SHOULD BE INTERPRETED AS WAIVING ANY CLAIM 
WHICH MAY BE ADVANCED LATER ON BEHALE OE MR. RAMSEY IN CONNECTION WIT 
H 

THE REPAIRS WHICH WERE PERFORMED ON HIS AIRCRAFT AND/OR SUBSEQUENT 
DAMAGE TO THE AIRCRAET. 

LANE 
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